USEFUL ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES TO GIVE TO STUDENTS

Economic Argument


Biodiversity can help people make money or keep them from loosing money.

Recreational Argument


People love outdoor activities like fishing and backpacking, which would not be possible if ecosystems were destroyed.

Human Health


Biodiversity can help people find better cures for their illnesses.

Human Rights


If biodiversity is protected, aborginal people can continue their beautiful traditions.

Spiritual/Intrinsic


Biodiveristy should be preserved for its own sake; animals and plants have a right to live.

(Teachers can either give the students this list of web sites or write them on the front board)

WEB ADDRESSES FOR INTERNET RESEARCH ACTIVITY

(With thanks to Nationalgeographic.com)

Bagheera -  Classroom Studies on extinction

Extinction: What Can We Do?

Why It Matters

Rainforest Action Network Kids’ Corner

Why Save Endangered Species?

Assignment

Write a two-paragraph essay about preserving biodiversity.  The first paragraph should explain which arguments you found the most compelling and why.  The second paragraph should explain which of the arguments you read about on the internet seems the most likely to convince people that 

biodiversity should be preserved.    
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Rubric for Assessing 2-Paragraph Essay

	
	Superior
	Very Good
	Satisfactory
	Unsatisfactory

	Content

/5
	-All questions are answered and complete

-Answers  are based on fact.
	-All questions are answered and complete

-Answers  are somewhat  based on fact.
	-Some questions are answered and complete

-Answers  are somewhat  based on fact.
	-Some questions are answered and  some are complete

-Answers  are somewhat  based on fact.

	Use of Examples

/3
	-Use of examples show connections to internet research as well as original thought
	-Use of examples show connections to internet research
	-Use of examples are not connected to internet research
	-No examples provided.

	Mechanics

/2
	-Spelling and grammar are correct and consistent
	-A few mistakes in spelling and grammar
	-Noticeable mistakes in spelling and grammar
	-Mistakes in spelling and grammar take away from the argument and thoughts presented in the essay.


